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It was Mike Mulligan and Mary Anne 

and some others 

who dug the great canals 

for the big boats 

to sail through. 
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It was Mike Mulligan 

and lvlary Anne and 
some others who cut 
through the high 
mountains so that 
trains could go 
through. 

7 



8 

It was Mike Mulligan and Mary Anne 

and some others 

who lowered the hills 

and straightened the curves 

to make the long highways 

for the automobiles. 
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It was Mike Mulligan 
and Mary Anne 

and some others 
who smoothed out the ground 

and filled in the holes 
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to make the landing fields 
for the airplanes. 
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And it was l\1ike l\.1ulligan 

and l\llary Anne 

and some others 

who dug the deep holes 

for the cellars 

of the tall skyscrapers 

in the big cities. 

When people used to stop 

and watch them, 

:Mike Mulligan and l\liary Anne 

used to dig a little faster 

and a little better. 

The more people stopped, 

the faster and better they dug. 

Some days they would keep 

as many as thirty-seven trucks 

busy taking away the dirt they had dug. 
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When they got there they found that the selectmen 
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were just deciding who should dig the cellar for the new town hall. 

Mike Mulligan spoke to Henry B. S·wap, one of the selectinen. 

'I heard,' he said, 'that you are going 

to build a new town hall. Mary Anne and I 

will dig the cellar for you in just one day.' 

'What!' said Henry B. Swap. 'Dig a cellar in a day! 

It would take a hundred men at least a week 

to dig the cellar for our new town hall.' 

'Sure,' said l\1ike, 'but Mary Anne can dig as much in a day 

as a hundred men can dig in a week.' 

Though he had never been quite sure that this was true. 

Then he added, 

'If we can't do it, you won't have to pay.' 

l-Ienry B. Swap thought that this would be

an easy way to get part of the cellar dug for nothing,

so he smiled in rather a mean way 

and gave the job of digging the cellar of the new town hall 

to l\1ike Mulligan and Mary Anne. 
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Mike Mulligan 

looked around 

at the four square walls 

and four square 

and he said, 

'We've dug so fast 

and we've dug so well 

that we've quite forgotten 

to leave a way out!' 

Nothing like this had ever happened 

... 9- ./ 

,,.:,l 
.·r.t · 

to Mike Mulligan and Mary Anne before, 

and they didn't know what to do. 37 
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'Why not?' said Henry B. Swap, 

and smiled in a way 

that was not quite so mean. 

'Why not?' said Mrs. McGillicuddy. 

'Why not?' said the Town Constable. 

'Why not?' said all the people. 

So they found a ladder 

and climbed down into the cellar 

to ask Mike Mulligan and Mary Anne. 



'Why not?' said Mike Mulligan. 

So it was decided, 

and everybody was happy. 
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They built the new town hall 

right over Mike Mulligan and Mary Anne. 

It was finished before winter. 
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Now when you go to Popperville, 

be sure to go down in the cellar 

of the new town hall. 

There they '11 be, 

Mike Mulligan and Mary Anne 

Mike in his rocking chair 

smoking his pipe, 

and Mary Anne beside him, 

warming up the meetings 

in the new town hall. 
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