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When the doctor saw the children
he was very worried.

The children had a terrible sickness.
It was called diphtheria (dif-THEER-ee-ah).
The doctor did not have

the medicine he needed.

Without the medicine

the children would die.

Without the medicine

many other people in Nome

would get diphtheria and die too.
The doctor knew

he had to get some medicine-fast.

12






The people of Nome held a meeting.
Everyone was very scared.

"What are we going to do?"
asked the doctor.

"We have to get that medicine."
At last someone said,

"What about a dog-sled relay?
When one team of dogs gets tired,
a new team will be ready to take over."
The room buzzed with excitement.
That did seem like the quickest way
to get the medicine.

But the doctor frowned.

"It will still take about fifteen days.

That's a long time. Too long."
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ALASKA
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On January 27, 1925,
the race to Nome began.
Twenty-one dog teams
were in the relay.

Each team waited at a different stop.
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Gunnar and Balto waited

at their stop in Bluff.

They were going to run 31 miles from
Bluff to Point Safety.

That was the second-to-last part

of the race.

But the storm had slowed things down.
Gunnar had been waiting for two days.
He did not sleep.

He wanted to be ready to go

as soon as the medicine arrived.



At last Gunnar heard dogs barking.

The medicine was here!
He put it on the sled

with a small stove and a little food.
Then he hitched up his dogs.
Balto stood proudly in the lead.
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Gunnar cracked his whip.
"Mush!" he cried.
That meant "go."

The team ran out into the snowy night.






Then the team crossed a frozen river.

The dogs and the sled |
slipped and skidded on the ice. |
Oh, no! Over went the sled.

Gunnar got it up again.

But the medicine was gone!

Wildly Gunnar dug for the medicine.

He could not see
through the heavy snow.

But at last he felt the package.

He put it back on the sled.
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A year later

the people of New York City

put up a statue of Balto.

It still stands in Central Park.
Lots of children play on the statue.
They remember Balto,

the bravest dog ever!



