


I Can Read Books are widely recognized as the premier 
line of beginning readers. Inaugurated with Else 
Holmelund Minarik 's Little Bear, illustrated by Maurie e 
Sendak, the series has grown to over 200 titles that 
include mysteries, adventure stories, poetry, historical 
fiction, and humor. Featuring the finest authors and 
illustrators, I Can Read Books introduce children to the 
joy of reading independently. 

To help you choose a book that's right for your child, 
I Can Read Books have five levels that correspond to a 
child's reading development. These levels are meant 
only as guides; the greatest reading pleasure grows out 
of a child's own interests and abilities. 

M Y  FIRST I CAN READ B O O K S :  
simple concepts and stories, told in familiar, easy-to-
recognize words for the emergent reader 

I CAN READ B O O K S :  
LEVEL 1- short, simple stories for the early reader

LEVEL 2 - high interest stories with longer plots and
language play for the developing reader 

LEVEL 3 - short chapters and more complicated
plots for the newly independent reader 

I CAN READ CHAPTER B O O K S :  
more challenging chapters for the fully independent 
reader 
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Foreword 

A noodle is a silly person. 

This book is about 

a family of noodles 

and the silly things 

they say and do. 
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They are Mr. and Mrs. Brown, 

, and Sam and Jane, 

and Grandpa. 
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Mr. Brown bounced up and down 

on the diving board. 
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Mrs. Brown sat in the sun 

and turned bright red. 
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"It is very nice here today," 

said Jane. 

"It will be even nicer on Tuesday," 

said the man with the broom. 

"Why?" asked Sam. 

"Why?" asked Grandpa. 

"Why?" asked Mr. Brown. 

"Why?" asked Mrs. Brown. 

"On Tuesday," 

said the man with the broom, 

"there will be water 

in the pool." 
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"This is a story 

about Bill, the ghost dog," 

said Jane. 

"It is a very scary story." 

"I  hope so," said Sam. 

"Once upon a time," said Jane, 

"there was a big white dog 

named Bill. 

Bill had a very mean owner. 

He wouldn't feed Bill 

or pet him 

or anything. 

Then one night-" 
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"It's a bunch of  mosquitoes!" 

yelled Sam. 

They jumped up and down 

and ran around 
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and waved their arms 

But the mosquitoes 

would not go away. 

"Let's put out the fire/' 

whispered Sam . 

"They'll never find us 

1n the dark." 







3. Mr. Brown

Washes His Underwear 

On Saturday 

Mr. Brown washed 

his dirty clothes. 

He washed his socks, 

his shirts, 

and his underwear. 
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After supper that night, 

Mrs. Brown looked out the window. 

"There is a man in the apple tree," 

she told Mr. Brown. 

"Don't worry," he said. 

"I will scare him away." 
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Mr. Brown went into the yard. 

He called out, 

"Who are you? 

What do you want?" 

Nobody answered. 



He called out again, 

"Who are you? 

What do you want?" 

Again nobody answered. 
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Mr. Brown got angry. 

"You are very rude 

not to answer me," 

he shouted. 

But still there was no answer. 





The next morning, 

he went outside 

to get his clothes. 

When he got to the apple tree, 

he was very surprised. 

His underwear was covered 

with squashed tomatoes, 

and it was dripping 

tomato juice. 

"I am really lucky 

I wasn't wearing 

that underwear," 

Mr. Brown said to himself. 
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"There is a carrot in my ear," 

said Jane. 

"It has been growing there 

all week." 
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"That is very strange," said Sam. 

"How did that happen?" 

"I don't know," said Jane. 

"I planted radishes." 





"Don't you know?" 

the grocer asked him. 

"I don't think so " ' 

said Grandpa. 

The grocer smiled. 

"They are horse eggs," he said. 

"You put one in a sunny place 

and sit on it for a day 

and a night, 

and it will hatch 

a baby horse." 

"I bet Sam would like one!" 

Grandpa thought. 
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"Okay" he said ' ' 

"give me the biggest one." 
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