AnICan Read Book’

The Big
Balloon Race

story by Eleanor Coerr
pictures by Carolyn Croll













Balloon Farm was a strange farm.

In the yard
half-filled balloons sat

like giant mushrooms.

People came from all over
to buy balloons

made by Mr. Myers.

Ariel watched her father

fold Carlotta’s balloon, Lucky Star.
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“I wish I could be an aeronaut | “Now it is time to go.”

like Mama,” she said. | Carlotta, Ariel, and Mr. Myers
“When you are older,” climbed into the buggy.
said Mr. Myers. | Lucky Star followed in a wagon.
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Lucky Star and its net

were spread out on the ground.
PFFFTTTTTT!
Lighter-than-air hydrogen gas

hissed into the balloon.
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It slowly grew

until it was taller

than the house

on Balloon Farm.

Twelve strong men

held Lucky Star down.
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Nearby, another balloon

grew fat and tall.

It was Flying Cloud,

a ball of bright colors.

Its captain, Bernard the Brave,
was the best gentleman aeronaut
in America.

Carlotta the Great

was the best lady aeronaut.

It would be a close race.
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The aeronauts

stepped into their baskets.
The crowd cheered.

Mr. Myers waved to Carlotta.

“Good luck!”
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She waved her nobby sailor hat.

“Hands off!” Carlotta ordered.
The men let go of the ropes.
With a jolt,
Lucky Star took off.
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Mr. Myers waved his arms
and shouted something.
Ariel waved back.
“O000!” she cried.
“It’s like being a bird.”
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She watched the crowd

set out for the finish line.
Some were in buggies,

some were in wagons,

and others were on fast horses.
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She read the altimeter
that hung around her neck.

“We are about 2000 feet up.”
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She studied the map and compass.

“We are heading south.”
“Look!” said Ariel.
“The lake is straight ahead.”

39



Just then they saw Flying Cloud.
“He is beating us,” said Ariel.

“He will win the gold medal.”
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Carlotta shook her head.

“I have a few tricks yet,” she said.
“Perhaps we can find
a faster stream of air below us.”
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Ariel to the Rescue

Lucky Star wobbled

and took a giant step.

“Lean on this side,” said Carlotta.

The basket creaked

and tilted toward shore.

Lucky Star was almost there, when
SPLAAAAASH!

The basket plunked into the water.
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But it didn’t sink.
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The balloon kept it afloat.
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She jumped out ;md draggéd “We won! We won!”

the basket to higher ground. | shouted Ariel and Carlotta.

A minute later | They were laughing and hugging
Flying Cloud landed. | and crying all at the same time.
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Soon the crowd arrived.

Mr. Myers rode up in the buggy.
Carlotta told him

how Ariel had helped win the race.
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“Ariel,” he said,
“I’'m proud of you.”
The mayor gave Ariel

the gold medal.
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