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Masters of Disguise: How Animals Hide From Danger

For many animals, staying safe from predators is a top priority.
Some creatures hide from danger by using camouflage to disguise
themselves. They blend in with their surroundings so well that they’re
almost invisible!

The walking leaf insect looks just like a real leaf, which keeps it
safe from predators. Their green wings have veins that look just like the
veins you see on a leaf. When they walk, they sway back and forth, just
like a real leaf blowing in the breeze. These bugs blend in with trees
really well. This makes it easy for them to hide from birds that want to
eat them.

The owl butterfly scares away predators with the markings on its
wings. Each wing has a large round spot that looks exactly like the eye
of an owl. When a bird sees these spots, it thinks it’s looking at a scary
owl instead of a tasty snack! The bird flies away, and the butterfly is safe
once again.

Another creature has a clever kind of camouflage. The decorator
crab covers its shell with objects to disguise itself. These crabs pick up
things like seaweed, coral, and rocks and stick them on. Their shells are
covered in burrs that hold everything in place. When the crab is all
dressed up, it’s really hard for a fish to see it. It just looks like any other
rock in the ocean!




Picturing the Past: Hieroglyphics in Ancient Egypt

If you lived in ancient Egypt, reading and ' | —
writing would look very different from what |

you're used to. The ancient Egyptians used
symbols called hieroglyphics (HI-ruh-GLIF-
iks). It means "holy writing” because the
Egyptians thought the symbols came from
the great god Thoth.

Hieroglyphics at the Kom

Ombo temple

Pictures Tell a Story

Hieroglyphics are pictures or symbols used to write messages. Some are

pictures of living creatures, like a snake. Others are symbols for common

objects, like a basket. Some pictures are parts of the body, like a foot.

| . Egyptians carved hieroglyphics on

‘_ ‘! monuments, stone tablets, and

J B F c & q E ¥ tombs all over their cities.

X Each symbol can stand for a whole
F E E i . \i\ .‘n word or just one letter. Look at

; 1 e ' ' | the chart on this page. The zigzag
? * ;%\M s y N ‘?0 | under'n’is the symbol for ‘water’.

. . . It can stand for the whole word
B A = -H @& 5| ‘water.lItcan also stand for the
g (B | 8 | 'T | & letter 'n’ because the ancient
9 }V Ew e ‘q —e— 1 Egyptian word for water starts with
U X Y, 1 'n’.Canyou find the letters in your
own name?

Papyrus

Egyptians wrote hieroglyphics on a type of paper. It was called papyrus (puh-
PIE-rus). Papyrus was made from a tall reedy plant that grew near the Nile
River. Egyptians soaked the reeds to soften them. They mashed the soft reeds
together into flat sheets. Egyptians could write on the dried sheets.

Egyptians used papyrus to make books called scrolls. They stuck sheets of
papyrus together into long strips. The scrolls could be rolled up to make them
easier to carry around. Some scrolls were over 150 feet long. That's as long as
two tennis courts put together.

Temple hieroglyphics: Eagleye Karter, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons | Hieroglyphics alphabet, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons
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Scribes

Only highly skilled people called scribes could read and write hieroglyphics. It
was a very difficult system to learn. There were over 700 symbols. Each symbol
could stand for more than one thing. Plus, writing could go in any direction. It
might go from left to right, from right to left, or even top to bottom.

Scribes held a special position in Egyptian society. They started training at
age 6 and studied for twelve years. Scribes were highly respected and were
paid a lot of money. They didn’t have to pay taxes or join the army like other
Egyptians.

The Rosetta Stone Cracks the Code! w

In 1799, the Rosetta Stone was
discovered. This stone tablet had the
same message written in both Greek and
hieroglyphics. Historians knew how to
read the Greek part. They used it to figure
out how to read the hieroglyphics. Once
they could read the Rosetta Stone, they
could read other hieroglyphics. That’s
how we know so much about ancient

ngpt today!

Ancient Greek




The Lost Colony: The Mystery of Roanoke

In 1587, a group of 117 men, women, and children arrived in Roanoke, Virginia. They
planned to set up the first British colony in the New World. But the colony didn’t survive.
The story of what happened is still a mystery today.

The Roanoke settlers faced a lot of challenges. They didn’t get along with local Native
Americans. They didn’t have enough supplies. They built homes and planted crops, but
they still worried about surviving. Finally, their leader, John White, made a decision. He
would sail to England and come back with supplies.

When White got back three years later, no one
was there! The entire colony had disappeared.
There was no sign of a struggle. There were no
bones or graves. All the buildings had been
neatly taken apart. The fields were filled with
weeds. There was only one clue. The word

“Croatoan” was carved into a fence post. This

was the name of a nearby island. ohn White returns to Roanoke

There are different theories about what happened. Maybe the colonists moved to
Croatoan. But White looked and didn’t find them there. Maybe they all died of disease.
But there would have been graves. And there was no evidence that they were captured
by local tribes. To this day, no one knows what happened to the lost colony.




Paragraph 1:

You probably use salt every day, but what do you know about it? Salt is
a mineral that exists all over the earth. It’s found underground and in
our oceans. Humans have used salt for thousands of years to flavor
food. Salt is also a great way to preserve food. Many germs can’t live
on salt, so packing food in salt makes it last longer. In ancient times,
salt was so valuable it was used as money!

Paragraph 2:

Making table salt involves many steps. First, water is pumped
underground into salt deposits to make brine. Brine is a mixture of salt
and water. Next, the brine is pumped back up to the surface. It’s
collected in large tanks. Then, the brine is boiled until water evaporates
and the salt forms crystals. This process is repeated until all the water
is gone. Finally, the salt crystals are dried in big machines. They’re
ready for your kitchen!

Paragraph 3:

Salt and sugar may look alike, but they are actually quite different.
They both come from natural sources. However, salt is a mineral while
sugar comes from living plants. And they have very different tastes. It
might be hard to tell them apart by sight, but don’t mix them up. You
don’t want to wind up adding salt to your cookie dough instead of
sugar!
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